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Moral Rearmament
The difficulty would seem to be greater when we
think of the programme of moral rearmament with which
the Oxford Movement has identified itself. Dr. Frank
Buchman, the founder of the movement, initiated this
Moral Rearmament movement, and President Roosevelt
advocated, before four thousand persons assembled in
Constitution Hall in America, moral rearmament as
a means of maintaining world peace. "A programme of
moral rearmament for the world cannot fail to lessen the
dangers of armed conflict. Such moral rearmament must
receive support on a world-wide basis," said he. And we
are told twenty-three members of the House of Lords sup-
ported the appeal declaring that ilmen and nations must
be spiritually equipped with faith and love".
Now what is one to make of this movement? Gandhiji
was invited to put his signature to a e'response3' to President
Roosevelt's message. Two of the paragraphs in it read
thus:
"MRA means first of all a change of heart. It means admission
of our responsibility for the past, a frank acceptance by nations
as by individuals of the standards of honesty, purixy, unselfishness
and love, and daily listening and daily obedience to God's direction.
At this fateful hour we pledge ourselves to give the last rull
measure of our devotion—the service of heart, mind, will—to
the Moral and Spiritual Rearmament of our nation—to building
the world of tomorrow, the world of new men, new nations, where
every resource of human genius is liberated under God's leadership
to enrich the heritage of all mankind."
With all deference to those in India who had signed
this "response" Gandhiji said he could not in all con-
science sign this. He could not endorse a falsehood. How
can India accept responsibility for the past? "All this,!' said
GaadMji, "has no application to me. The whole paragraph
applies to exploiting nations, whereas India is an exploited
nation. The second paragraph too applies to nations of the
West and not to, us. The whole appeal is so unreal. I can
think of moral rearmament, but that would be in a diffe-
rent setting. I can think of communal unity through moral

